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July 31st, 2008

Dear friends:


I‘m sure you’re very excited to hear the news that the construction of the new temple in Escondido is soon to begin. It has been almost ten years of hard work securing permission and permits, working with architects and engineers to finalize the plans, and raising funds to get the project underway. 
     
Grand temples like this have been coming up across America. Now it is our good fortune to have our own magnificent temple right here in San Diego! Thanks to all of you who have helped us get this far. This project is built entirely with local funding and local organization alone. Its success depends solely on you and Krishna’s grace. With your continued support, we will all be able to stand in front of the completed temple by Janmastami of 2011 or earlier.


Over the years I have visited many of these new temples opening in India and in the United States. Experiencing how hundreds and in some places even thousands of people are coming daily and benefiting in so many ways is very moving and inspiring. Everyone says the same thing; what transpires after the temple opens is far, far beyond what anyone expected.


 In essence the purpose of the temple is service to Lord Krishna. It is a place to practically apply the teachings of the Bhagavad gita and experience tangible spiritual growth, contentment, and deep happiness. Whatever goes on at the temple—from the daily worship, the distribution of prasadam, classes, cultural and religious activities — it is all related to this central theme. This is why the temple is like an embassy of the spiritual world, a sacred, peaceful oasis for all who visit.


 Your help is required now to make this dream come true and get the construction under way. $150,000 is needed from the Vastu Puja sponsorships for the grading of the land. As soon as the grading is completed, the construction of the temple building itself starts. Having this new temple means different things to each of us. You, like the donors below, have special reasons why you want this temple to be built as soon as possible:


“What has inspired me the most to support this new temple is that finally our growing community will have a beautiful and adequate facility for weddings, cultural events, classrooms for children and adults, and a temple and grounds that will be an oasis for people of all ages from small children to elders. ISKCON has done an amazing job of helping communities around the world build large temples like this. Seeing the success of those projects, I am so happy that they are helping us build this one. I urge you to give generously.” — Ved Sawhney

“Mark Twain said of India, “In depth of religious teachings, all other countries are paupers; India is the only millionaire.”  I am very proud of my heritage and this temple project will serve as a symbol of our community pride. India has given the world profound gifts of religion, philosophy, art, sciences, dance, ethics, etc. This temple will be a powerful statement to all of Southern California about the richness of our culture. I hope you will join me in supporting the temple.” — Dr. Sailaja Kuruvadi

“For me the fact that we will have a temple to serve as a special place to pray, worship, and find spiritual inspiration is most important.  It will increase the spirituality and religious direction of our community. I think it will inspire each and everyone of us to work together for greatest good of our families and the greater San Diego community.” — Dr. Bipin Dave


“From the very beginning of the project nine years ago I have been praying for and actively supporting its completion. Why? For me it is my children and the children of our community. We need a temple like this to pass on our heritage and culture to our children. We need this temple to inspire them and to protect them from the negative, materialistic influences that are prevalent in our modern society. What a wonderful impression it will make on our children! Please do everything you can to help finish this very, very important project.” — Krishna Pria Kashyap

 While you are holding this letter in your hands I want to think very deeply about why you need this temple to open. Think about your spouse, your children, your parents, your grandchildren, and your community. Looking at the temple and contemplating how everyone will benefit so much… make a commitment to help. By giving generously you are helping all of those who are dear to you, as well as our greater community. Please look over the Sponsor levels and call today to make your pledge.

Yours in the service of Lord Krishna,

Robert Morrill
ISKCON of Escondido

P.S. It has been said that there are very few really great people in history; only ordinary people who have done something great. This temple project is indeed something very glorious and by generously supporting it with your time, effort, and donations you will become very dear to Lord Krishna. This is true greatness. Please make your donation today. Go the website: www.iskconofescondido or call one of the volunteers listed on the Sponsor Levels page. I am looking forward to meeting you and your family at the Vastu puja/Groundbreaking Ceremony on September 6th. Hare Krishna.
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